
           

 
 

Chicken Permit Check List 

 

❑ Application fully completed 

❑ Dimensioned Site Plan or existing survey of property showing the location of the chicken coop and 

run, if provided, as accurately as possible, as well as the designated area of mobility for a mobile 

chicken coop is attached 

❑ Electrical Permit if structure will include electricity 

 

Application 

 

Address:             

 

Lot and Block Number:             

 

Name:             

 

Phone Number(s):             

 

Email Address:             

 

Occupant if different from Property Owner:          

 

Mailing Address:             

 

Number of Chickens:     

 

 

Township of O'Hara 
 



           

Describe your Coop, including size and building materials (attach additional pages if needed):   

 

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

 

 

Owner’s signature:   
 

Date: 
 

     

Township Use Only 
 

Fee Submitted: 
  $50.00 

Date received: By: 
 

Inspection Scheduled: 
 

Date of Compliance: Approved for License: 

 



           

 

Township of O’Hara Chicken Permit Guidelines 
 

The Township of O’Hara has passed an Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to permit responsible 

ownership of chickens on single family properties.  Property Owners who wish to have chickens must 

obtain a chicken coop permit from the Township. The permit number must be displayed visibly on the 

exterior of the coop.  The Township permit cannot override provisions of your Homeowner Association.  

Renters must have the property owner obtain a chicken coop permit from the Township. 

Please ensure that all sections of this permit are filled out and any needed documentation is securely 

attached. 

Attachment A to this permit includes a list of helpful reading materials on the proper raising of chickens.   

1. Coop Location 

 

A stationery or mobile coop must be in your backyard. 

 

Only one (1) mobile chicken coop is permitted per property. 

 

The entire chicken coop and any run structure, if provided, must be located at least 10 feet from 

any property line in the R-1, R-2, R-4, CD-1 and CD-2 zoning Districts, and 5 feet from any property 

line in the R-3 zoning district.  

 

You will need a dimensioned site plan or existing survey of your property with the location of the 

chicken coop and run, if provided, noted as accurately as possible.  A dimensioned site plan shall 

indicate the designated movement area in the rear yard for a mobile chicken coop. 

 

The chicken coop is considered an accessory structure and must comply with this section and 

other applicable sections of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 

2. Number of Chickens Permitted 

 

As chickens are a flocking bird, a minimum of 3 chickens is recommended. 

 

The number of chickens that you are permitted to keep depends on the size of your yard.  

Properties less than 10,000 s.f. may have a maximum of three chickens.  Properties 10,000 s.f. or 

larger may have three chickens for the first 10,000 square feet of the yard.  Each additional bird 

will require 2,000 additional square feet of yard.  

 

Mobile chicken coops may have a maximum of four (4) birds.  

 

You may not have more than 20 chickens at one time. 

Township of O'Hara 



           

3. Coop Requirements 

 

Space - Coops without a chicken run should permit three (3) square feet per chicken. Coops with 

a chicken run should permit two (2) square feet per chicken.  Coops should be predator proof, 

well maintained and in good repair.  Coops should be constructed from proper building materials.  

The coop should provide natural lighting, protection from weather and adequate ventilation. 

 

This checklist will help you determine whether your coop design is compliant with the Township’s 

Chicken Permit. 

 

Function 

• Provides natural lighting and ventilation 

• Windows covered in hardware cloth, screen or other appropriate material of sufficient 

size to protect from predators is recommended 

• It is recommended that the door be closed 

• Construction is solid as to protect from predators 

 

Appearance 

• May not exceed eight (8) feet in height 

• Maximum size is 100 s.f. 

 

4. Chicken Run Requirements 

 

Chicken runs are not required for the raising of chickens but are recommended.   

 

If provided, the chicken run height may not exceed seven (7) feet.  Run should be of sound 

construction and designed to keep predators out.  A minimum 20-gauge chicken wire may be 

used.  Other materials may be used subject to Township approval. 

 

5. General Chicken Requirements 

 

In order to ensure that chickens are maintained in a healthy and humane manner the following 

are required: 

 

• Coops and runs must be regularly cleaned and animal byproducts properly disposed of in 

accordance with the management of manure and waste plan submitted with the 

application.  Acceptable methods to dispose of animal byproducts include composting or 

placing in the waste stream in securely tied trash bags.  Shopping bags do not qualify as 

trash bags. 

• No animal byproducts or wastes may be transported off the lot by natural causes that 

may result in contaminated wells, watercourses, or potable water supplies. 

• No odors from the chickens, coop or run may go beyond the property line. 

• Chicken feed should be kept in a rodent-proof container.  Follow manufacturer’s 

recommendation for storage length. 

• A constant supply of fresh water is recommended. 



           

• Chickens may roam free in a secure, fenced-in rear yard.  It is recommended that 

predators be considered if doing this. 

• Chickens should not roam off your property, into a street or neighboring property. 

• No butchering or cleaning of butchered chicken is permitted in plain sight. 

• No Roosters are permitted. 

• Chicken coop and run, if provided, shall be free of infestation of insects, rats, vermin, or 

other pests.  Proper extermination precautions shall be taken by owner to eliminate 

infestation and prevent re-infestation. 

 
6. Other Township Requirements 

 

• No selling of eggs is permitted.  

• No selling of butchered meat is permitted. 

• No selling of chicks or chickens is permitted. If you decide not to maintain a flock, the 

coop and run must be converted to a permitted use or removed within one year. 

• If running electricity to your chicken coop, an electrical permit will be required. 

• If fencing-in your yard for your chickens and/or coop, a fence permit will be required. 

• A dog or cat that kills a chicken shall not, for that reason alone, be considered a dangerous 

or aggressive animal if the chicken is off the owner's property. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


















































































































